The microvascular anatomy of the distal digital extensor tendon.
The circulation of six hands from four human cadavers was washed out, the hand then being injected with contrast material to provide 24 fingers for analysis under the dissecting and light microscopes. The microvascular anatomy of the distal part of the extensor tendon was outlined and is described, with particular emphasis on the fine vessels within the tendon and on the tendon surface. An area of deficient blood supply was shown within the tendon which may have implications in the aetiology and treatment of mallet finger.